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Anecdotes of the late Sir William Blackftone, and Lord 
Mansfield’s Opinion of his Commentaries. 


Fair occafion offered, about 1746, for Mr. Murray, 
afterwards Lord Mansfield, to manifeft his love of his 


profeffion, and an ardent defire to lay a better foundation int 


one of our univerfities for initiating and training ftudents im 
legal knowlege by the foftering hand of an able law-pro- 
feflor. The firft Duke of Newcaftle was the warm friend 
and patron of Mr. Murray. The civil law profefforfhip in 
the univerfity of Oxford, being then vacant, Mr. Murray 
took the liberty of expoftulating with his Grace, who was 
then Chancellor of the Univerfity of Cambridge, on the ap- 
pointment of a fucceffor ; and lamented that at Oxford the 
civil law le&tures, and the opportunities of gaining legal 
knowledge by that channel, were, when contrafted with thofe 
of the fifter univerfity, in the moft degraded and unworthy 
fituation. He then expreffed an anxious wifh, that an able 
profeffor of civillaw might be fought for, and invited to fill 
the vacant feat. Dr. Jenner was the perfon thought of by 
the Duke of Newcaftle ; yet he paid Mr. Murray the com- 
pliment of afking him, if he could recommend any gentle. 
man who would fill it with greater ability. 

Antecedent to the eftablifhment of the Vinerian profeffor- 
fhip, the late Mr. Juftice Blackftone, who was-then at the 
bar, and had given proofs that he poffeffed thofe qualifica- 
tons which early pointed him out as the moft worthy to be 
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362 THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 
promoted on this occafion, was by Mr. Murray introduced 
and warmly recommended to the Duke of Newcaitle, who 
confidered it as part of his duty to probe a litile the political 
principles of the new candidate by addrefling Mr. Black- 
ftone, “ Sir, I can rely on your friend Mr. Murray’s judg- 
ment as to our giving law-le&tures in a good ftyle, fo as to 
benefit the ftudents ; and I dare fay, that I may fafely rely on 
you, whenever any thing in the political hemifphere is 
agitated in that univerfity, you will, Sir, exert yourfelf in 
our behalf.” The anfwer was, “ Your Grace may be 
affured that I will difcharge my duty in giving law-lediures 
to the beft of my poor abilities.” “ Aye! aye! replied his 
Grace haftily, and your duty in the other branch too.” Un- 
fortunately for the new candidate, he only bowed affent ; 
andatew days afterward he had the mortification to hear that 
Dr. Jenner was appointed the civil-law profeffor. 

Nothing lefs than the love of fcience. could, under thefe 
circumflances, have‘ induced Mr. Murray and fome other 
friends of Mr. Blackitone, flrongly to recommend and 
perfuade him to fit down at Oxford, and to read law-le€tures 
tectuchfludents as were difpofed to attend him. The plan 
was inotonly attended with, profit and pleafure in the firk 

wanitance, but foon afterward happily fuggefted ‘the idea to the 
mind.of Mr. Viner to citablith areal Jaw-profeiforthip in the 
univerfity of Oxford ;. and who fo proper to fill it with 
eclat, and add lufire to the inilitution, as Mr. Blackftone, 
whole Commentaries.on the Laws of England, on their firk 

appearance in the world, drew this high tribute of refpeét 
and apprabation fram Lord Mansfield ? On a brother-peer’s 
having afked him, as'a_friend, what books he would advile 
his fon’ to. read, who-.was: determined to bea. lawyer, the 
Chief Juftice replied, “My, good Lord, till of late 1 could 
never, with any fatisfattion to myfelf, anfwer that queition ; 
but, fince the publicatidn of Mr. Blackftone’s Commen- 
garies, I can never be at a.lofs. There your fon will find 
analytical reafoning diffufed in a pleafing and perfpicuous 
fiyle. There he may imbibe imperceptibly the firft prin- 
ciples on which our. excellent laws are founded, and there he 
anay become acquainted: with an uncouth crabbed author, 

Coke upon Littleton, who has difappointed. and difheartened 

many a tyro, but ‘who cannot fail to pleafe in a modern 

dre{s.”” 


Remarkable 
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Remarkable Particulars of the Ejcape of M. Bertrand de 
Moleville, formerly Minifter of St tate, in France, from 
the Maffacres of Aug guft and Se ptember , 1792. —Relaied 


by himfelf. 
(Continued from Page 347.) 


UCKILY, my advice did not appear unreafonable. He 

made no objeétion to follow it. He was no fooner 
gone, than I got out of the hole in which I had been hid, 
and cannot exprefsthe relief I felt in my releafe from that 
flate of fuffocation. I had not long enjoyed the comfort of 
ching, freely, when I heard burfts of laughter on the 
fairs, and a very noify converfation, in which I recognized 
my landlord’s voice. He foon after entered my room laughs 
ing, and in the fulnefs of his heart, continuing to talk as if 
he had been ftill in company with the other lodgers, although 
he had parted with them at the bottom of tle flairs. His 
joyous and triumphant air was a clear proof that there was 
nothing to fear. 

How now,” faid he, “ you have’ got up: You know 
then what has paffed ?”’ 

“ No, but when I heard you laugh, I gueffed you brought 
me good news.” 

“That I have, take my word for it.” 

“You have come to a good underftanding with the com- 
miffaries, and prevented them from fearching your houfe.”’ 

7. sntireted he, “ if feveral pretty hard blows aré 
marks of a good underftanding.”’ 

How ?” faid I: “ Did you give the commiffaries hard 
blows f” 

No, not one ; butall the neighbourhood are in purfuit 
of them, and they have been driven out of the ftreet. ~ It is 
the higheft farce Iever beheld. Only conceive what thefé 
pretty commiffaries are. Do not imagine they are. members 
of the committee. No fuch thing—two of the greateft black- 
guards of the feétion, who offered, of themfelves, to vifit the 
houfes, and were accepted of. It is fhameful. They had 
vifited all the houfes of the flreet excepting two; and being 
in that of the baker next door, his wife, who is young, and 
avery pretty woman, was in bed, she n behold, thofe impu- 
dent fellows, on pretcare of fearching for arms, behaved in 
fuch a rudé manner, that fhe hiked repeatedly. Her 
hufband opened the window, and called for affiflance. In an 
inflant more than an hundred perfons were in the houfe, and 


3 L: 2 drove 






















































364 THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 


drove out the commiffaries, after giving them a complete 
drubbing. When I camein,the people were ftill chacing 
them with fticks and ftones. They fcampered as if the 
Devil had been at their heels. I'll be bound for it they will 
not come to this ftreet in a hurry. The blades were in luck 
not to enter my houfe. They would not have got out of it 
with alltheir bones whole.” 

After much of this ridiculous vapouring, which only 
ferved to confirm my opinion of the poor man’s exceflive 
cowardice, he begged I would take a little repofe. I endea- 
voured to follow his advice, after returning thanks to Divine 
Providence for my prefervation through the dangers of a 
night fo fatal to many. 

It is remarkable, that I happened to be concealed in the 
only ftreet of Paris, in which the commiffaries met with op. 
pofition ; and in one of the two only houfes of that ftreet 
which had not been fearched. 


THE following account of the efcape of M. Bertrand’s 
brother, is too interefting to require any apology. 

Amid thefe fcenes, fays M. Bertrand, and among thofe 
ferocious monfters, who aéted alternately as judges and 
executioners on the fecond and third of September, my 
brother, the chevalier, had the good fortune to meet with two 
men, who, although covered with the blood which they them- 
{elves had fhed, were, neverthelefs, fufceptible of the fenti- 
ments of humanity. As thofe men were inftruments of 
faving my brother’s life, I can never think of them without 
gratitude. The particulars of their extraordinary conduct 
I had from my brother himfelf, and are as follows : 

The tribunal eftablifhed in the prifon, for the pretended 
trial of the prifoners, had delivered to the executioner all 
who had been brought before it. When my brother was 
fummoned, one of thofe who were conduéting him, ftruck 
with the calmnefs and air of fecurity he remarked in his 
countenance, after having looked at him fome moments with 
earneftnefs, faid, 

** You have the appearance of an honeft man. One, 
con{cious of guilt, has not fuch a countenance.” 

“ Well, I am confcious of no guilt.” 

i Why are you here then ?” 

That is what I cannot tell. Nobody has been able to 
inform me. Iam convinced I was taken up by miftake.” 

** You are fure of that ?” 

* Very fure,” 
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“ In that cafe fear nothing. Keep a good heart. Speak 
firm before the judge, and rely on my fupport. Do you 
hear ? We fhall bring you off, as fure as my name is 
Michel.” 

** Tam not at all afraid: But I canaffure you that you 
fhall be well rewarded.” 

* Don’t talk of that,” replied he, with a fhake of his 
head. 

The unexpe&ed good fortune, of finding a zealous pro- 
teftor among thefe affaflins, imparted to my brother all the 
fteadinefs requifite to enable him to fupport the horrible 
afpe& of his judge. Being arrived at the bar of this tribunal 
of blood, and interrogated, by one of the butchers who pre- 
fided, as to his.name and quality ; he mentioned his name, 
adding that he was a. Malthais. 

** Malthais ! Malthais ! What doesthat mean? Whatis a 
Malthais ?’’ exclaimed a hundred voices at once. 

** He means that he’s from Malta,” anfwered my brother's 
conduétor, in aloud voice, “* Maltais an ifland : Don’t 
you know that ? I have known a great many people who 
came from it, and all of them were Malthais.”’ 

“* Ah! it isan illand,” faid one.’ “* The prifoner, then, 
is a ftranger.”’ 

** Yes, to be fure he is a flranger. What elfe can he be, 
you blockhead ?” 

** Very well; but don’t yoube in a paffion, citizen.” 

** Call to order, call to order, prefident,”’ cried out 
feveral atonce. ‘* Come, let us make hatte.” 

The prefident then afked my brother of what he was 
accufed. My brother anfwered that he did not know, for 
nobody had been able to tell him. 

** He lies, he lies,” was echoed from all fides. 

“ Silence, citizens,” anfwered honeft Michel, in a voice 
of authority “ let. the prifoner {peak. If he lies, his 
bufinefs will foon be done tor him: But you won't condema 
him without hearing him, I hope ?” 

““ No, no, no ; that is but fair. Let us hear what he has 
to fay forhimfelf. Michel is in the right. Hear him, hear 
him. Go on, prefident.” 

“* Why were you arrefted ?” refumed the prefident. 

** Becaufe I had the misfortune to call upona perfon at the 
very moment the guard came to arrefthim. They took me, 
(and another, who had alfo called by accident) along with him 


‘ to the municipality : But the other being a commiffary of 


the fe&tion, obtained his liberty in a few hours. My friends 
have 



















‘ 

































366 THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 


have alfo taken fteps to procure mine; and they have always 
been told, that orders would be immediately given for that 
purpofe. I cannot conceive why they have not.” 

** But are you certain,” faid the prefident, “* that there 
#5 no acculation againit you on the regifter ?” 

** I have no reafon to think there is ; but if there be, 
I fhall not be at a lofs to juftify my felf.”’ 

“* Bring me the regifter,”’ faid the prefident. 

It was delivered him by the gaoler ; and upon examining 
it, the prefident finding no crime annexed to the hame of my 
brother, nor any reafon whatever given for his being ar- 

efted, he handed the regifter to the other members of the 
tribunal, in order to convince them; and then declared, with 
a foud voice, that the prifoner had told the truth. 

“* The nation ought, then, to declare him innocent,” cried 
Michel. 

The motion was fupported by a general “ on?, ow7, ont, 
out.” This unanimous acclamation was immediately fol- 
lowed by a formal declaration of the tribunal, in the name 
of the nation, that the prifoner was innocent ; and he was 
ordered to be fet at liberty. This fentence was applauded 
by repeated cries of vive fa nation ! Uponthis Michel, and 
one of his comrades, who had feemed equally interefted im 
my brother’s fate took him under the arm, and condu€ted him 
to the outer gate of the prifon, where the maffacres were 
committed, and loudly proclaimed him innocent. 

The executioners were drawn up in two op)pofite rows, 
their weapons ready to ftrike, when the words“ citoyen in- 
nocent,”” reached theirears. They inftantly furrounded him, 
ifred him in their arms with clamorous tranfports of joy ; 
and with faces and hands befmeared with blood, they hugged 
him by turns. He was forced to fubmit, with a good grace, 
to thefe horrible carefles, which his vigorous conduétors with 
difficulty relieved him from, faying that he was unwell, re- 
quired reft, and that it would be cruel to detain him any 
Jonger. 


(To be concluded in our next.) 





The ROYAL OUTLAW: An Fi florical Trait. 


HE King of Spain (fays Mr. Selden in his Table-talk} 
was outlawed in Weftminfter-hall, I being of counfel 
againft him : A merchant had redovered cofts againft him in 
afuit, which becaufe he could not get, we advifed him to 
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have his Majefty outlawed for not appearing, and fo he was. 
As foon as Gondemar the Spanifh Ambaffador heard that, he 
prefently fent the money ; by reafon if his mafter had been 
outlawed, he could not have the benefit of the law, which 
would have been very prejudicial, there being then many 
fuits depending between the King of Spain and our Englith 
merchants. 





eee 


LETTER from the late Rigut Hon. HORACE WAL. 
POLE ¢o Mr. CONWAY. 


After having been at a Fete at Stewe, the Seat of Lord Temple, giver 
in Honeur of the late Princefs Amelia. 


EPOSING?7 under my laurels! No, no, 1 am repofing 

in a much better tent—under the teller of my own 

bed ;—I am not obliged to rife by break of day, to be 
drefs’d for the drawing-room ; I may faunter in my flippers 
till dinner-time, and-not make bows till my back is as much 
out. of joint as my Lord Temple’s. In fhort, I fhould die of 
the gout or fatigue, if 1 wasto be Polonius toa Princefs for 
another week. ‘Twice a day we made a pilgrimage te almoft 
every heathen temple in that province, that they call a 
garden; and there is no fallying out of the houfe without 
defcending a flight of fteps as high as St. Paul's: My Lord 
Befborough would have dragg’d. me up to the top of the 
column, to fee all the kingdoms of the earth; but I would 
mot if he could have given them to me. ‘To crown all, 
becaufe we live under éhe line, and that we were all giddy 
young creatures of near three_fcore, we fupped: in-a grotté 
in the Elyfian.Fields, and were refrefhed with rivers of dew, 
and gentle fhowers that dripped from all the trees ; which 
put tis in mind of the hereic ages when Kings and Queens 
were fhepherds and thepherdefles, and lived in- caves, and 
were wet to the {kin two or three times a day.— Well, thank 
Heaven, I am emerged from this Elyfium, and once more in 
a Chriftian country.—Not but, to fay the truth, our Pagan 
landlord and landlady were very obliging, and the party 
went off much better than 1 expetted.. We-had no very 
recent politics,.though volumes about the Spanifh war; and 
as I-took care to give every thing a ludicrous turn as much 
as I’ could, the Princefs was diverted, the fix days roll’d 
away, and the feventh is is my fubbath, and I promife you 
* 1 will do no manner of work; I, nor my cat, nor my dog} 
nor any thing that 1s mine.” 


DESCRIPTION 
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DESCRIPTION of CASHMERE. 


{ From Pennant’s View of Hindooftan, 4to. } 


HIS happy valley, this Paradife of Hindooftan, of the 
Indian poets, is of an oval form, about eighty miles 
long and forty broad, and was once fuppofed to. have been 
entirely filled with water; which having burft its mound, 
left this vale enriched to the moft diftant ages by the fertili- 
zing mud of the rivers which fed its expanfe. This 
delicious {pot is furrounded by mountains of vai height and 
rude afpeét, covered with fnow, or enchafed in glaciers, in 
which this enchanting jewel is firmly fet. At the foot of the 
exterior chain is an interior circle of hills, fertile in grafs, 
abundant in trees and various forts of vegetation, and full 
of all kinds of cattle, as cows, fheep, goats, gazeiles, and 
mufks. The approach to Cafhmere is alfo very rugged and 
difficult. We have mentioned the mountains of Bember ; 
befide thofe is one on which the pioneers of Aurenge-zebe 
were obliged to cut through a glacier, or a great mafs, as 
Bernier calls it, of icy fnow. 

The capital of this happy fpot is fometimes called Cafh- 
mere, fometimes Sirinagur, and fometimes. Nagaz, is 
feated in lat. 34° 12’ north, on the banks of the river, 
which runs with a current moft remarkably fmooth, At a 
little diftance from it is a fmall but beautiful lake, with a 
communication with the river by a navigable canal. The 
town was, in Bernier’s time, three quarters of a French 
league long, built on both fides, and fome part extended to 
the lake. Villas, mofques, and pagodas, decorate feveral of 
the little hills that border the water. The houfes are built of 
wood, four ftories high, fome higher ; the lower is for the 
cattle, the next for the family, the third and fourth ferve as 
warehoufes. The roofs are planted with tulips, which in the 
fpring produce a wonderful effe&t. Rofes and numberlefs 
other flowers, ornament this happy clime. The inhabitants 
often vifit the lake in their boats for the pleafure of hawking, 
the country abounding with cranes, and variety of game. 

The river, which rifes at Wair Naig, near the fouthern part 
of the furrounding mountains, flows with a north-weftern 
courfe by the capital, and falls into the lake Ouller, which is 
fifty-three miles in length, and lies in the northern part of 
the valley, not remote from the kingdom of Great Thibet, 
then paffes through the outlet at Barehmooleh, between two 
fteep mountains, and from thence, after a long courfe, to its 
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jun@tion with the Chunaub. This river is large and navigas 
ble, even within the limits of Cafhmere. Bernier fays, it 
carries boats as large as thofe on the Seine at Paris. Many 
{mall lakes are {pread over the furface, and fome. of them 
contain floating iflands. Among others, Bernier vifited one, 
which he calls, “'a great lake amid the mountains, which 
had ice in fummer, and looked like a little icy fea, having 
heaps of ice made and unmade by the winds.” This re 
minds me of the coalition and feparation of the ice in the 
Spitzbergen feas. This in queftion may be like the Ouller, 
for I fee none of any fize in the maps, excepting that ex< 
panfe of water. 

The author of the Ayeen Akberry dwells with rapture on 
the beauties of Cafhmere ; whence we may conclude, that 
it was a favourite fubje&t with his mafter Acbar, who had 
vifited it three times before Abulfazul wrote. Other Em- 
perors of Hindooftan vifited it alfo, and feemed to forget the 
cares of government during their refidence in the happy 
valley. By the falubrity of the air, and the cheering beau- 
ties of the place, they colle€ted new vigour to refume the 
cares of government. The remains of the palaces, pavil- 
lions and gardens, exhibit proofs of their elegance and {plen- 
dour. It appears, that the periodical rains which almoft de- 
luge the reft of India, are fhut out of Cafhmere by the height 
of the mountains, fo that only light fhowers fall there ; thefe, 
however, are in abundance fuflicient to feed the thoufands 
of cafcades;* which are precipitated into the valley from 
every part of the ftupendous and romantic bulwark that en- 
circles it. Amid the various felicities of the Cafhmerians, 
one dreadful evil they are conftantly fubjeft to, namely, 
earthquakes ; but to guard againit their terrible effects, all 
their houfes are built of wood, of which there is no want. 

The Cafhmerians are efteemed a moft witty race, and 
much more intelligent and ingenious than the Hindoos, and 
as much addiéted to the fciences and to poetry as the very 
Perfians. They have a language of their own; but their 
books are written in the Shanferit tongue, although the cha» 
rater be fometimes Cafhmerian. They are alfo very induf- 
trious, and excellent mechanics. The various articles of 
their workmanfhip are fent into all parts of India. This 
race is famous for the finenefs of their features,-and their ad- 
mirable complexions. ‘They look like Europeans, and have 
nothing of the Tartarian flat-nofed face, and {mall eyes, like 
thofe of Cafchguer, and their neighbours of Thibet. It is 
certainly quite right, that this paradife, the region of eternal] 
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{pring, fhould be peopled with females angelic: They are 


uncommonly beautiful. The courtiers of the time of Ber- 
nier, were moft folicitous to obtain for their Zenanes the 
Cafhmerian fair, in order that they might have children 
whiterthan the natives of Hindooftan, that they might pafs 


for the true Mogul-breed, congencrous with their monarch. . 


The religion of the Cafhmerians is the fame as that of the 
Hindoos ; poflibly the pardonable fuperftition of the inha- 
bitants, warmed by their romantic fituation, may have multi. 
plied the places of worfhip of Mahadeo, of Befchan, and of 
Brama. Here is a feé of religionifts, free from idolatry, 
which worfhip the Deity alone. They are remarkably be- 
nevolent, and abftain from the other fex. They muft there- 
fore be continued by difciples. As to the Mahometans, 
they are not numerous, and thofe fplit into feéts. 

The Cafhmerians feem to have had an idea of the deluge, 
for, fay they, in the early ages of the world, all Cafhmere, 
except the mountains, was covered with water. One Ku. 
fhup brought the Brahmins to inhabit the country as foon as 
the water had fubfided. Neither were they ignorant of the 
hiftory of Noah, for the Indians fpeak of him under the 
riame of Sattiaviraden, who, with his wife, was by the god 
Vichenou, who fent to them an ark, preferved from deftruc- 
tion ina general deluge. The firft monarch of the country 
was Owgrund, who was eleéted, fays Abulfazal, 4444 years 
betore his time. 

Here are numbers of hermits in places nearly inacceffible. 
They are highly venerated, fome being fuppofed to have 
power to excite the fury of theelements. Bernier found an 
ancient anchorite, who had inhabited the fummit of the lofty 
mountain Pirepenjale ever fince the time of Jehangire, who 
was herein 1618, His religion was unknown. Tohim was 
attributed the power of working miracles. He caufed at his 
pleafure great thunders, and raifed ftorms of hail, rain, {now, 
and wind. He looked favage, having a large white beard 
uncombed, which, like that of our Druid, “ ftreamed like a 
meteor to the troubled air.” The fage forbid the making the 
leaft noife, on pain of raifing furious ftorms and tempefts. 





FLATTERY—and GARRICK. 


*“* Auguft 15, 1755. 
*t TDined to day” (fays the late Hon. Horace Walpole) 
‘ _ . ‘ rye - 
at Garrick’s : There were the Duke of Grafton, Lord 
and 
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and Lady Rochford, Lady Holdernefs, the crooked Moftyn, 
and Dabren the Spanith minifter ; two regents, of which 
one is: Lord Chamberlain, the other Groom of the Stole; 
and the wife of a Secretary of State. This is being fur un 
affez bon ton for a player! Don’t you want to afk me how 
I like him ? Do want, and I will tell you.—I like her ex. 
ceedingly ; her behaviour is all ‘senfe, and all fweetnefs too. 
I don’t know how, 4e does not improve fo faft upon me : 
There is a great deal of parts, and vivacity and variety, but 
there is a great deal too of mimicry and ‘burlefque. Iam 
very ungrateful, for he flatters me abundantly ; but un- 
luckily I know it. I was accuftomed to it enough when my 
father was firft minifter ; on his fall I loft it all at once ; and 
fince that, I have lived with Mr. Chute, who is all vehe- 
mence ; with Mr. Fox, who is all difputation ; with Sir 
Charles Williams, who has no time from flattering himfelf ; 
with Gray, who does not hate to find fault with me; with 
Mr. Conway, who is all fincerity ; and with you and Mr. 
Rigby, who have always laughed at me in a good-natured 
way. I don’t know how, but I like al] this as well—lI beg 
his pardon, Mr. Raftor does flatter me: but I fhould bea 
cormorant for praife, if I could {wallow it whole as he gives 
it me. 


he 





Account of a beautiful Tranjparency exhibited at Plymp- 
ton on Wednefday, Oflobcr 24th, 1798, in Honour of 
Sir F. B. Warren’s Viélory over the French Fleet on the 
Coaft of Ireland. 


P\ the centre was exhibited a tranfparency of the temple 
of fame: The figure of fame on the top founding from 
his trumpet the name of “ Warren”; the door-way of the 
temple prefenting in capitals, the motto “ Open to British 
Heroes” ; a Britith failor in the fore-ground bearing on his 
head a bundle of rojls to the temple, infcribed with the 
names Howe, Vincent, Duncan, Nelfon, Warren. At a 
fmall diftance appeared part of a boat with another failor, 
holding the boat to fhore, as if his companion had juft landed 
from it: In the back-ground of the tranfparency was the 
figure of Britannia, with her trident and olive-branch, lead- 
ing by a firing two frigates over the waves: Above Britan- 
nia was infcribed, “* The Coloffus of the Main ;” and over 
the veflels, “* The laft French thips of the Nile.” A tranf. 
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parent union flag, crowning this centre piece ; and a tranf- 
parent motto bencath it of 
“* Warren adds another to the rolls of fame.” 

On the left fide-window was a tranfparent reprefentation 
of a fhip, with the motto, 

** Britain’s beft bulwjrks are her wooden walls :’ 

Above the fhip a tranfparent medallion, prefenting the 
motto “ Nelfon and Viftory ;” ‘crowned by the blue flag, and 
fupported at the bafe by the anchor.—On the right-hand 
window was a tran{parent motto of 

“* England’s glory, when none fhall difpute from afar, 
_ “ Anolive fhall fhadow the laurels of war.”’ 

Over which was placed another crown of laurels, fha- 
dowed by a tranfparent olive branch. Mufic behind the 
centre-piece, playing various loyal tunes. 

This tranfparency, notwithftanding the particular bril- 
liancy of the moon, produced a moft happy effe& upon the 
gratifie? fenfes of a multitude of fpeétators. 





Account of the Government of the Natives of Bolany Bay. 





By Davin Co tuys, E/g. 


E found the natives about Botany Bay, Port Jackfon, | 

and Broken Bay, living in that ftateof nature which 4 
muft have been common to all men previous to their uniting 
in fociety, and acknowledging but one authority. Thefe 
people are diftributed into families, the head or fenior of 
which exaéts compliance from the reft. In our early inter- 
courfe with them, (and indeed at a much later period, on our 
meeting with families to whom we were unknown) we were 
always accofted by the perfon who appeared to be the eldet 
of the party, while the women, youths, and children, were 
kept at adiftance. The word which in their language figni- 
fies father was applied to their old men; and when, after 
{ome time, and by clofe obfervation, they perceived the autho- 
rity with which Governor Phillip commanded, and the obe- 
dience which he exaéted, they beftowed on him the diftin- 
guifhing appellation of Be-anna, or father. This title being 
conferred folely on him (although they perceived the autho- 
rity of mafters over their fervants), places the true fenfe of 
the word beyond a doubt, and proves, that to thofe among 
them who enjoyed that diftin@ion, belonged the authority of 


a chief, 
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When any of thefe came into the town, we have been im- 
mediately informed of their arrival, and they have been 
pointed out to our notice in awhifper, and with an eagernefs 
of manner which, while it drew our attention, impreffed us 
with an idea that we were looking at perfons, to whom fome 
confequence was attached even among the favages of New 
HoljJand. Another acceptation of the word Be-anna, how- 
ever, foon became evident ; for we obferved it to be fre- 
quently applied by children to men who we knew had not 
any children of their own. On cnquiry we were informed, 
that in cafe a father fhould die, the neareft of kin, or fome 
deputed friend, would take care of his children; and for this 
reafon thofe children ftyled them Be-anna, though in the 
life-time of their natural parent. This Ben-nil-long (the 
native who was fome time in England) confirmed too, at the 
death of his firft wife, by configning the care of his infant 
daughter Dilboong (who at the time of her mother’s deceafe 
was at the breaft) tohis friend Governor Phillip, telling him 
that he was to become the Be-anna, or father of his little girl. 

Here, if the reader paufes for a moment to confider the 
difference between the general condu& of our baptifmal 
fponfors (to whofe duties this cuftom bears much refemblance} 
and the humane pra¢tice of thefe uncivilized people, will 
not the comparifon fuffufe his cheek with fomething like 
fhame, at feeing the enlightened Chriftian fo diftanced in the 
race of humanity by the untutored favage, who has hitherto 
been the objeét of his pity and contempt ? But forry amI to 
recolle&, and as a faithful narrator to be impelled to relate, 
one particular in their cuftoms, that is wholly irreconcileable 
with the humane duties, which they have prefcribed to 
themfelves in the above inftance; duties which relate only 
to thofe children who, in the event of lofing the mother, 
could live without her immediate aid. A far different lot js 
referved for fuch as are at that time at the breaft, or in a flate 
of abfolute helpleffuefs, as will be feen hereafter. 

We have mentioned their being divided into families. 
Each family has a particular place of refidence, from which 
is derived its diftinguifhing name. This is formed by adding 
the monofyllable Gal, to the name of the place: Thus the 
fouthern fhore of Botany Bay is called Gwea, and the peo- 
ple who inhabit it flile themfelves Gweagal. Thofe who 
live on the north fhore of Port Jackfon, are called Cam-mer-~ 
ray-gal, that part of the harbour being. diftinguifhed from 
others by the name of Cam-mer-ray. . Of this Jalt family or 
tribe we have heard Ben-nil-long, and other natives {peak 
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(before we knew them ourfelves), as of a very powerful peo- 
ple, who could oblige them to attend whenever and wherever 
they diref&ted. We afterward found them to be by far the 
moft numerous tribe of any within our knowledge. It fo 
happened, that they were alfothe moft robuft and mufcular, 
and that among them were feveral of ‘the people ftyled Car- 
rah-dy and Car-rah-di-gang. 

To the tribe of Cam-mer-ray alfo belonged the exclufive 
and extraordinary privilege of exaéting a tooth from the na- 
tives of other tribes inhabiting the fea-coaft, or of all fuch 
as were within their authority. The exercife of this privi- 
lege, places thefe people in a particular point of view ; and 
there is no doubt of their decided fuperiority over all the 
tribes with whom we were acquainted. Many contells or 
decifions of honour (for fuch there are among them) have 
been delayed until the arrival of thefe people ; and when 
they came, it was impoflible not to obferve the fuperiority 
and influence which their numbers and: their mufcular ap- 
pearance gave them over the other tribes. 

Thefe are all the traces that could ever be difcovered 
among them of government or fubordination ; and we may 
imagine the deference which is paid to the tribe of Cam- 
mer-ray, to be derived wholly from their fuperiority of 
numbers ; but this fuperiority they may have maintained for 
a length of time before we knew them ; and indeed the pri. 
vilege of demanding a tooth from the young men of other 
families, muft have been of long flanding, and coeval with 
the obedience which was paid tothem: Hence their fupe- 
siority partakes fomething of the nature of a conftituted au- 
thority ; an authority which has the fanction of cuftom to 
plead for its continuance. 





Objfervations upon the Expedition of Buonaparie to Egypt. 
By J. MALLET pu Pan. 


HILE the revolutionary hurricane {weeps the Conti- 
nent, fays he, and every day breaks fome other 
wheel of the ruinous focial machine, would we know what 
can be done by a juft government, and a nation fortified by 
that liberty which gives force without violence, and energy 
without atrocity ? To refift alone an enemy before whom 
half the Continent have laid down their arms; to oppofe 
viétorioufly a rebellion of the mof alarming nature in one 
4 part 
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part of her dominions ; to overcome impediments and dif- 
ferences of opinion by the fole weight of reafon, national 
honour, and confidence in vigorous meafures ; to alarm the 
coafts of France and Holland; to fhut up the naval power 
of Spain ; to-fupport Portugal ; to proteét her fettlements 
abroad ; to carry on almoft exclufively the commerce of the 
world, and purfue the enemy’s fquadrons tothe very mouths 
of the Nile, was the difplay of moral and military refources 
with which England held Europe in aftonifhment. 

To this the Diref&tory have given her an opportunity of 
adding the glory of the moft memorable triumph ever pre- 
ferved in naval annals, by that expedition into Egypt, with 
which they hoped to cloak injuflice and treachery by eafy 
fucceffes, and by official romances. 

France, at all times fertile in turbulent fancies, and in pro- 
jeéts, engendered the idea of thofe encroachments, tran- 
{ttions, and political viciffitudes, which are but too much 
multiplied by time, without the aid of human perver- 
fity to accelerate the progrefs : But formerly minifters, ac- 
cuftomed to thofe effervefcences of reftlef{nefs and dinbition, 
treated the authors of fuch plans as madmen, and their 
{corned inventions were thrown among old papers and for- 
gotten. 

The Direftory, and before them the Committee of Public 
Safety, have rummaged thofe archives to find inflammatory 
materials, ideas of ufurpatton, and moulds of mifchief. 
Among other plans formerly propofed was the conqueft of 
Eeypt: The attention of the government has been twenty 
times called to it without effect; it required a fyftem 
fuch’as that which followed, to revive fo extravagant an en- 
terprize, folicited by philofophers and {cholars, promifed by 
fome travellers, digefted by logical robbers, and worthy, in 
every fenfe, of the avarice as well as of the diforganizing 
aétivity of the council of the Luxembourg. 

Before it was put in execution, it had lingered in that 
{cientific jumble they call /’Jnflitut Nationale (the National 
Inftitute), in Minifter Talleyrand’s pori-folios, and in the 
confidential focieties of univerfal republicanifm. The hopes 
of penetrating to India by the Red Sea, was only a fecondary 
confideration in this project; it was attended with too many 
rifks and delays for adventuring {pirits; but the plunder of 
Egypt, its perm anent ufurpation, the converfion of that 
country into a colony ; whence, when leifure and inclina- 
tion fuited, they might fet Afia on fire, and the abfolute do- 
minion 
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minion over Greece and. the Archipelago, prefented more 
immediate advantages. 

We cannot even refift thinking, that the hope of getting 
; rid of the hero of Italy, of the.companions of his fortune, 
and of the uneafinels ever refulting to a prevailing faction, 
whatever, it be, from Generals, whom they mult dif- 
place or ruin as foon as they return home to their country, 
formed a part of the plans of Direétorial gratitude. 

However that be, the inflammable and romantic brain of 
Buonaparte precipitated him into this expedition fo conforma- 
ble to his genius, and fuited to difpel his ernmuz. A retinue 
of doétors and wife men fet fail with this left wing of the 
army of England, who, to make fhort work, went to con- 
quer Great Britain on the fands of the Nile. 

Malta carried and plundered, in confequence of the fame 
treachery, of the fame excited divifions, of the republican 
atrocities, and of the plan that ruined Switzerland ; Alexan- 
dria furprifed, Lower Egypt over-run, and Buonaparte at 
Cairo—the Direftory, their Gazettes, and their orators, were 
inexhauftible in bitter farcafms upon Admiral Nelfon, and 
in pompous difplays of the rapidity and folidity ag sen 
triumphs. °° This new prodigy,” they exclaimed, in an 
amplification of flafhy rhetoric, intitled a meflage, and w rhich, 
on the 14th of September, they addreffed to the Legifla- 
tive Body, which they have conflituted their Privy Council ; 
* this new prodigy was referved for the French republic. 
Egypt will become the moft formidable poft againft the 
odious power of the Englifh in India, and their unjuft com- 
merce.” 

They had fcarcely difcharged this bombaftic folly, when 
the noife of the annihilation of their fleet refounded from 
the bottom of the Mediterranean to the Pandemonium of 
the Luxembourg. 





REFLECTION 


NSTEAD of punifhing thofe perfons whofe whims are 
infupportable in fociety, it would be better to punifh 
thofe who encourage them. 

There are fome men whofe obje& is to elevate themfelves 
above others, at any expence. It is equal tothem whether 
they appear at the fuppers of a fcoundrel, inthe theatre, or 
on the throne, or on the {caffold, provided they attraét atten- 
tlon. 
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An ANECDOTE. 


UTHER ufed to tell this ftory of a beggarly monk. 

A monk, who had introduced himfelf to the bedfide 
of adying nobleman, who was at that time ina ftate of in- 
fenfibility, continued crying out, “ My Lord, will- you 
make the grant of fuch and fuch a thing to our monaftery.” 
The fick man, unable to {peak, nodded hishead. The monk 
turned round to the fon, who was in the room, “ You fee, 
Sir; that my Lord, your father, gives his confent to my rea 
queft.” The fon immediately exclaimed, “ Father, is it 
your will that I kick this monk down ftairs?” The ufual 
hod was‘given. The young man inftantly rewarded the affi- 
duties of the monk, by fendimg him, with great précipitae 
tion, out of :he houfe. 








Anfwer, by T. Jarvis, of Malborough, to Reclufe’s Charades 
inferted April 16, 


YE, to watch, your firft will fhow, 
A BALL’s your fecond, Sir, I know ; 
EYE-BALL’s yout whole which doth imply 
The bail, or apple of the eye. 





Anfwer, by F. Dunfler, of Ilminfler, to W. Harris's Chas 
rade,inferted July 30. 


ICTORS of old, returned from war, 
Were drawn in a triumphal CAR; 
The NATION flock’d with glad furprize, 
And grateful plaudits fhook the fkies : 
Your firft and fecond thus exprefs’d, 
CARNATION ftands your whole confefs’d. 


+*+ We have received the like anfwer from C. Wilfons 
Bath; T. Coumbe, Stonehoufe; A. P. jun. of Modbury 4 
T. Jarvis, of Malborough, near Kingfbridge ; W. Bickham, 
jun. of Afhburton; Betfy, of Beaminfter; E. Tapley, of 
Exeter ; G. Hazel; R. Withecombe, jun. and W. Rennels, 
of Barnftaple ; Hodge, of Landulph; R. Taylor, of Car- 
sae E. Lloyd, Honiton; and Corporal Field, of Milber 

amp. 


Vor. XXXII, gL Anfwer, 
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Anfwer, by E. Lloyd, of Honiton, to Theocritus’s Charade, 
inferted Auguft 6, 


OUR whole charade I bring to view— 
Thetown you mean is MARKET-JEW. 
Marazion fometimes called, to feamen known, 
And better harbours England boafts, we own. 


*+* We have received the like anfwer from T. Bullock, 
of St..Columb; R. Withecombe, jun. and W. Rennels, of 
Barnftaple; R. Taylor, Cargreen; Hodge, of Llandulph; 
J. Gidley, jun. of Dean Prior; T.. Jarvis, of Malborough; 
Thomas Furfe, of Mevagilfey ; Hermes, of Bath; J. Ath, of 
Kenton; and T. Coumbe, of Stonehoufe. 





A REBUS, éy W. Hoare, jun. of Dean Prior. 
ESTRUCTIVE firft! thy genius fires thofe men 


Who now prolong thy fanguinary reign ; 
Reftrain your cruelty, ye French! no more 
Let {weet champaigns and vales be drench’d with gore. 


Attentively perufe the facred page, 

And thence fele& an highly -favour’d fage, 
Who onthe wings of faith triumphant foar’d, 
And humbly rev’renc’d nature’s fov’reign lord. 


Where men the marks of flav’ry’s fhackles wear, 
May liberty her glorious ftandard rear! 

Sweet nymph! thy pure enlight’ning influence fpread 
Where’er my next exalts her impious head, 


Hail focial next! oft when in thee engag’d, 
I’ve felt anxiety, and care affuag’d. 
Thoufands, alas! employ their time in thee, 
Which fhould be {pent in honeft induftry. 


A name for him who once refign’d his breath 
To fave mankind from everlafting death ; 
Spirit Divine! our frozen hearts inflame, 
And we'll adore and magnify his name. 


Ye fkilful bards! the initials now unfold 
With perfpicuity you’ll then behold, 

A famous poet, in whofe facred lines, 
Religion, piety, and virtue fhine. 


y POETRY. 
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Lines to the, Memory of the gallant Captain G. B. Weftcote, 
af his Majefly’s Ship Majeflic, who was killed Auguft 1, 
1798, in that ever-memorable Engagement, off the Mouth 
of the Nile, between the Englifh and French Fleets, whick 
ended in a compleat Victory over the French, 


TS applaud the hero’s toils, to paint his cares, 
His arduous labours, and his num’rous {cars 
Scars, gain’d in liberty’s diftinguith’d caufe, 

For pure religion, or for upright laws; 

To brand the tyrant, ftigmatize the knave, 

To glad th’ opprefs’d, revive the drooping flave 3 
Todafh a bluth o’er vice’s {pecious face, 

T’ expofe the coward, or condemn the bafe ; 

To fill with merit’s charms the trump of fame, 
Raife to the fkies each truly gallant name ; 

Or now, in forrowing elegy to mourn, 

The great, the brave, from cur* embraces torn 3 
Thefe are the mufe’s tafks: Illuftrious fhade! 
Accept her homage to thy bravery paid. 


Whilft patriot worth a Britith breaft can warm, 
And weli-tim’d valour has the pow’r to charm, 
Weltcott ftancs foremott on the lifts of fame, 
And future ages fhall revere his name 
Weiltcott, whofe worth demands the ftrongeft lay, 
Whofe death deferves the grateful tear we pay; 
The truly brave, who {corning to debafe 
Himielf, his country, or hisnoble race, 

Shew’d what a firm, undaunted chief can do, 
And hurl’d deftruction on his country’s foe. 


At length dire fate’s unerring hand decreed, 
This hero in the glorious caufe fhould bleed 5 
And till the grifly tyrant ftopp’d his breath, 
With gen’rous {miles he thew’d contempt of death 3 
Confcious he'd acted all his duty taught, 
And pleas’d refign’d his breath with that greatthought;; 
For warm’d with patriot zeal he nobly ftood, 
Unconquer’d fought, and feal’d it with his blood. 


Being thus infpir’d, by fuch example mov’d, 
Thus loft the friend we much efteem’d and lov’d, 


* Captain Weftcott was born at Houiton, 
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This leffon muft it fix on ev’ry breaft, 
*¢ Anearthly manfion’s not our place of reft.’ : 
JUVENIS, 


Honiton, O&ober, 1798+ 





For the Weexty EnTERTAINERs 


To the EDITOR. 1 


SIR, 


N perufing one of Mrs. Gomerfall’s Novels I. met with the fol- 
I lowing tranflation of Monfieur de Barreaux’s admirable hymn 
in the Speétator, beginning ‘* Grande Dieu ! tes be gs Iread 
the tranflation with pleafure, and have no doubr but many of your 
readers would be equally pleafed with it. If you are ot the fame 
opinion, the infertion of it will much oblige, 

Your conitant reader, — 


GREAT GOD! how all thy judgements ftand, 
Array’d in equity’s mild drefs ! 

For man, the fav’rite of thy hand, 
*Tis thy fupreme delight to blefs. 


But plung’d fo deep in guilt’s black fea, 
In vain to thee tor grace I bend; 

For could thy mercy {mile on me, 
Her {miles ftern juftice would offend. 


Thy clemency infulted ftil), 

Now pleads againit me at thy throne 3 
And leaves to thy almighty will 

The choiceof punifhment alone. 


Strike Lord ! and render war for war 
On this rebellious fon of duft. 

Yes! I'll adore thy awful law, 
And finking own thy vengeance juft. 


*Tis juft; thy thunder ftrikes this heart, 
Which has fo long thy love withf{tood ; 
But where? Where can they find a part, 
Uniprinkled with a Saviour’s blood ? 





The DISTINCTION.—4n EPIGRAM. 


T public {chool, by chance, there were two lads, 
Of the fame name, but boatting different dads. 
One’s father kept a tavern, fam’d for cheer, 
The other’s was *yclep’d an auétioneer. 
Miftakes to end, their ichoolfellows fo knowing, 
Called the one (quaintly) coming, tother géing. 









































fi 





